Article on the Networking Seminar 16th May 2010
The Scottish Inter Faith Council is a national organisation which aims to raise awareness of the teachings, traditions and practices of the different faith communities in Scotland. It offers a religiously neutral forum where representatives of faith communities can engage together in dialogue about matters of religious and civic importance and encourages its members to work together as people of faith for a just and inclusive Scotland.
The Scottish Inter Faith Council has established thirteen local inter faith groups across Scotland spanning the country from Dumfries to Shetland. Once a year members of these groups meet for a joint seminar to explore best practice. This year the seminar took place in Kirkcaldy on Sunday 16th May and was organised and hosted in partnership with the Fife Inter Faith Group. Local faith groups and educational establishments in Fife were among the invited guests. 
The theme for this year was “Sustaining Diversity : Working together as people of faith to sustain our communities and the environment”. Caring for people and the planet is close to the heart of faith traditions and the seminar provided a platform for people from different faith communities to discuss together what they could do to make a positive difference.
On entering the venue, guests were assailed with a variety of colourful exhibitions displaying the rich diversity of faiths, cultures and environmental wonders of our world. Fife Inter Faith Group had organised an exhibition about the major world religions including the Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Pagan and Sikh faiths.  An outline of the Earth Charter lined one of the walls. Environmental groups including BTVEC and The Countryside Rangers displayed their activities. There was also a display of ‘Our Sacred Earth’ booklets, the Scottish Inter Faith Council’s guide for becoming more eco-friendly in faith communities.
There were a variety of interesting presentations and workshops at the event. Dr Junaid Syed, chair of Fife Inter Faith Group, spoke passionately about the importance of inter faith relations in the world today. Dr Maureen Sier, co-ordinator of the local inter faith groups in Scotland, spoke about the development of inter faith relations on the local, national and international level. Frances Hume, Development and Education Officer at the Scottish Inter Faith Council, shared about the importance of sustaining the diversity of the natural world as well as different faiths and cultures and gave a background to what the different religions have to say about caring for all life on Earth. Zeshan Akhter, Zoologist and Advice and Policy Officer with Scottish National Heritage, gave an inspiring account of how her Muslim faith has inspired her to care for the planet and also shared information about the International Year of Biodiversity. Mike Trevett, founder and Project Manager of Action for Change, spoke about the Earth Charter and its vision for a world based on a strong ethical foundation.
Participants attended workshops which highlighted different aspects of environmental issues. Adrian Shaw, Church of Scotland Climate Change Officer, shared the facts about Climate Change and discussed with participants the ways in which their congregations could become more environmentally friendly, using the model of Eco-Congregations created by the Church of Scotland. Dr Ross Loveridge, senior policy advisor on Climate Change for the Scottish Government, looked at the ways in which our lifestyles can impact the planet and shared ways in which participants could reduce their ‘carbon footprint’. Zeshan Akhter looked at how our interaction with nature has a positive effect on our emotional and spiritual wellbeing and actions that participants could take to sustain biodiversity in Scotland. Mike and Enid Trevett looked at ways of putting the values and principles of the Earth Charter into action in the local community using Green Mapping techniques.
At the end of the afternoon, Frank Bownes from the Fife Inter Faith Group gave a vote of thanks. Participants left the day inspired to make a difference in their communities :
“The overall experience was that of friendliness and unity. I met such an interesting and diverse group of people who are obviously doing a lot of work on very important issues”
“The event has made me realize the precarious and delicate balance and nature of our ecosystem at this point in time and some of the steps we can take at a personal and faith level to try and help better the situation no matter how small or insignificant these steps might seem. I plan to help both my local church and religious community to acknowledge and engage with the issues involved”
Frances Hume

1st June 2010

