RELIGION AND BELIEF MATTER – FAIR FOR ALL PROJECT

Following the 12 Faith Focus Group meetings, visits to the Health Boards to discuss with Equality leads and Healthcare Chaplains, and a literature search, the document  Religion and Belief Matter – An Information Resource For Healthcare Staff was launched during Scottish Inter Faith Week 2007 by the First Minister. The dissemination phase of the work, whereby all 22 Health Boards were visited at least once with a presentation and discussion on the theme of why Religion and Belief matter, has now also been completed. In all, 41 presentations were given to groups including Healthcare Chaplains and Spiritual Care Teams, Equality Officers, Human Resource Leads, Health Board members, Senior Nursing Officers, Palliative Care and Mental Health Nurses, Medical Directors and Psychiatrists.

The relevance of the Project can be seen in this recent statement :

“The National Institute for Mental Health in England is just the latest body to acknowledge the limitations of modern medicine by recommending that practitioners provide spiritual support alongside physical treatments, including medication,” said Dr Julia Head of Maudsley Hospital, who coordinates ‘recovery’ training programmes for 300 mental health practitioners in the London boroughs of Southwark and Lambeth.  

This project has helped inform the development of an Educational Training Framework for all NHS staff on Spiritual Care, and support has also been provided to NHS Boards in Orkney, Shetland, and Dumfries and Galloway to assist them in developing their Spiritual Care Policies.

Two multi-faith Focus Groups on behalf of the Scottish Government Health Directorates have also been organised: one was on the new Cancer Strategy, held in the Glasgow Mandir, and the other, in Inverness, was concerned with the new Patient Experience Programme. A third multi-faith group is being organised in the Glasgow Central Mosque, and will consult on the important NHS Patients’ Rights Bill.

Although the Project has now officially finished, it has generated considerable interest from within the Healthcare profession, and contacts have now been established with several groups to take forward both research and staff education. 

It is very satisfying to see how far-reaching the work of the Scottish Inter Faith Council can be, and demonstrates the value of collaborative working with other organisations (Healthcare Chaplaincy and the Scottish Government Health Directorate).

( To read a recently submitted paper on the Project in The Scottish Journal of Healthcare Chaplaincy, please see the attached pdf “Mindbody Care – The Ultimate Patient Experience?”)
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