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ISSUE 16 Women’s Interfaith Leadership Programme 
In 2007 I was privileged to take part in an International Interfaith Fulbright Community 
Action Program in America.  Since 2007 I have been involved in a number of interfaith 
exchanges to and from America, the most recent of which was a Women’s Interfaith 
Leadership Program (WILS) based at Philadelphia. 
 
On 25th July, Farkhanda Chaudry from East Renfrewshire Interfaith Forum and I      
travelled to Philadelphia together to assist in the WILS Program.  The Program is a joint 
venture of the Dialogue Institute at Temple University, Philadelphia and the Al-Qasemi 
Academic College of Education, Israel, which trains future educators and leaders for 
the Arab education sector in Israel. WILS facilitates emerging leaders among women 
who are committed to work together cross-culturally, in an inter faith and inter ethnic 
mandate. WILS is significant in its advancement of the status of women as agents of 
social change and female empowerment, through its devotion to dialogue, pluralism 
and innovative thinking. 
 
The program included eight women from Israel, eight women from Philadelphia, a    
representative of the Mexican Dialogue Institute and Farkhanda and I from Scotland. 
Farkhanda and I shared information about programs in Scotland and assisted through-
out the seminar in discussions and presentations. Throughout the year, the women will 
continue their work electronically and in small groups and, next summer, a follow on 
meeting will be held in Israel. Dr Maureen Sier 

Faith Book Session 
It was a rainy August afternoon when members of 
the Association of Baha’i Women and their friends 
from other faiths huddled indoors to enjoy a Faith 
Book session together. The participants discussed 
the common values that they share and made 
Faith Books together containing inspirational 
quotes and poems to reflect these. The Faith Book 
project is a great medium for facilitating inter faith 
dialogue for people of all ages. 

Faith Book Sessions are 
still available to book—
just contact Frances at 
fhume@scottishinterfaith
council.org, or call 0141 
420 6982. More details 
about the project can be 
found on our website. 

INTER  FAITH  SCOTLAND 
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Religious Leaders Meetings 
Can I tell you the one about the Minister, the Priest and the Rabbi? Actually my story also 
includes the Sikh Ghani, the Buddhist Monk, the Tibetan Lama, the Hindu priest and the 
Baha'i - that's me - amongst others! And it's not just a one-off story, it’s an ongoing series 
with six-monthly episodes.  Now some might say that that proves that truth is stranger than 
fiction but I think, more importantly, it shows that the world, and Scotland in particular, is 
changing for the better. I think it's time I explained what I'm on about...  
 
Since 2002, every six months, a meeting is held of the religious leaders of Scotland, repre-
senting all of the faith communities in this country. The first meeting was called at the insti-
gation of the most senior members of the Church of Scotland, Roman Catholic and Episco-
pal churches and was intended to bring about a deeper level of understanding between 
faith communities in the aftermath of 9/11. I thought at the time that this was a ground-
breaking development of historic importance. In a country which has had its fair share of 
religious strife and antagonism over the years, the fact that all of the religious leaders were 
coming together showed that we had moved from strife and antagonism, through grudging 
toleration to a new era of respect and openness. Unfortunately the media didn't appear to 
share this view and the coverage of the first meeting was very limited as has been the case 
ever since. However, the important thing wasn't that there was lots of media coverage but 
that a process had started. There have been fourteen meetings so far in all, in places as 
diverse as a Buddhist retreat on the Holy Isle off Arran, an Edinburgh synagogue, a Glas-
gow mosque and the Church of Scotland head office. The Scottish Inter Faith Council has 
given invaluable support to the group to ensure that the meetings are effectively coordi-
nated and facilitated. It is no mean feat to keep such a diverse group happy and on-track! 
 
So what has been achieved at these fourteen meetings? I would say friendship, under-
standing and a shared commitment to serve Scotland. Through meeting and working to-
gether, bonds of friendship have developed. These bonds are of great value in themselves 
but they also help to generate that spirit which means we are less divided by theology and 
more united by our common experience of faith. One of the most moving experiences at a 
meeting was when each member of the forum talked for a couple of minutes about their ex-
perience of prayer in their faith. While the practice, style and language of each person was 
quite different, the underlying purpose of drawing closer to the divine was remarkably simi-
lar. This kind of deeper understanding will, I am sure, make a difference when each of the 
religious leaders is working in their own community and shaping their relationships with 
other faith communities. The third thing I mentioned is the shared commitment to serve 
Scotland which all sounds very grand but I think is very important. At many of the meetings 
I have been struck by the common affection that everyone around the table has for the 
country in which we live and the desire to help make Scotland a better place. The challenge 
for the group is how to translate that desire into effective action. At our last meeting we had 
a wonderful presentation from members of the Salvation Army about the outstanding work 
they do in helping the homeless. We then discussed if there was any way that the religious 
leaders could collectively participate in some of that service to demonstrate their shared 
commitment. The challenge is to do something which is meaningful, genuine and has po-
tential to develop rather than engage in token gestures. So if you have any ideas please let 
us know! Allan Forsyth 



                Some Forthcoming Events and Activities 
SIFC Events 
23 June: Civicus World Assembly Inter Faith Exchange: hosted by SIFC at Pollokshields Church Hall, 
523 Shields Road, contact Maureen  on 0141 420 6982 for details 

25 June: SIFC Offices host formal opening and blessing (2‐3pm): 523 Sheilds Road, Glasgow                       
15/16 July: Youth inter faith residential weekend in Dundee: contact  Maureen at  
maureen@interfaithscotland.org or phone 0141 420 6982 for more details 

Tuesday 1 August: St Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art (11‐3): Scottish Inter Faith Council 
Women’s event; ‘women and war—a dialogue’ , guest speaker Farkhanda Chaudry MBE on her work for 
women in war‐torn Iraq, followed by workshops and a tour of the renowned women and war exhibi‐
tion at St Mungos.  Light refreshments will be served. Please contact Maureen on Mau‐
reen@interfaithscotland.org or ring 0141 420 6982 to register interest. 

27 August: Inter Faith Youth Environmental Project: contact Maureen on 0141 420 6982 or email inter‐
est to Maureen@interfaithscotland.org for details. 

29 October: SIFC AGM  (contact admin@interfaithscotland.org) for details. 

26 November—3 December: Scottish Inter Faith Week: numerous events throughout Scotland.  Na‐
tional events include launch at Glasgow University on 26 Nov, Religious Leaders’ Conference 30 No‐
vember, National Youth Conference 3 December. 

Glasgow 
 

                Some Forthcoming Events and Activities 
 

Taught M.Th. or M.Litt. in Inter-Faith Studies. Places are still available for the post graduate 
degree in Inter-Faith Studies at the University of Glasgow. Please see their website for more 
details at www.gla.ac.uk/departments/theology/research/centreforinter-faithstudies/course or 
phone the department of Theology and Religious Studies on 0141 330 6524. 

New York Reflections, Hidden Gardens, Glasgow, Tuesday 22nd September, 6pm-7.30pm. 
Delegates from the visit to the Inter Faith Centre of New York (see page 6-7) will share       
lessons learned during their visit. 

Annual General Meeting and 10th Anniversary of the Scottish Inter Faith Council 
A civic event will be held at Edinburgh City Chambers on Sunday 25th October at 2.30pm. 
 
Scottish Inter Faith Week 22—29 November.  

The launch of Scottish Inter Faith Week will take place on Sunday 22nd November from 
2.30—5.30pm at the University of Dundee in the Dalhousie Building. The theme of Scottish 
Inter Faith Week this year is ‘A Place of Home and Welcome’ and is supported by local inter 
faith groups, the Scottish Government and Scotland’s religious leaders. The week provides a 
chance for individuals, local inter faith groups and faith communities across the country to plan 
events that bring people together to promote dialogue, understanding and co-operation       
between Scotland’s diverse religious communities. See our website for ideas of activities that 
you could set up in your area to celebrate the week. 

About the Scottish Inter Faith Council 
The Scottish Inter Faith Council (SIFC), offers a religiously neutral forum where representa-
tives of faith communities can meet on a basis of equality.  It encourages the formation of local 
inter faith associations and tries to assist and support them in their work.  It also attempts to 
facilitate dialogue between the Scottish Government and faith communities on a variety of is-
sues. The Scottish Inter Faith Council’s aim is to create opportunities for faith communities to 
speak for themselves in this dialogue rather than claiming to speak on their behalf. 
 
Get in touch! 
This is our 16th newsletter. We publish a newsletter two to three times a year, and are sure 
that it is an excellent way of letting people know about all the varied inter faith initiatives     
happening in Scotland. If you’d like us to tell people about any activities that you’re involved in, 
let us know. We would welcome short articles or even just a few brief details for inclusion in 
future newsletters.  Contact the office at 523 Shields Road, Glasgow, G41 2RF or telephone: 
0141 420 6982 or email admin@scottishinterfaithcouncil.org. 
 
Visit our SIFC website at www.scottishinterfaithcouncil.org. To advertise forthcoming events 
and share information, email Frances Hume at fhume@scottishinterfaithcouncil.org. 
 
SIFC is a Scottish Charity, Number 029486 and a Company Limited by Guarantee,  
Registered Company number 260239 
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