Scottish Inter Faith Week Events
27th November – 4th December 2011

LAUNCH OF SCOTTISH INTER FAITH WEEK                    

Sunday 27th November

St Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art, Glasgow

The launch of Scottish Inter Faith Week will take place at St Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art in Glasgow, 2 Castle Street, Glasgow, G4 0RH, on Sunday 27th November. Guests are invited to a full day of activities:

10.30am:                    Tibetan Buddhist monks complete the creation of a sand 
                                   mandala

11.30am: 
              Destruction of the sand mandala and procession*

*The destruction of the mandala is open to the public and is a culmination of a week 
of activities at the museum with Tashi Lhunpo Tibetan Buddhist Monks. Free tickets
to the destruction ceremony for invited guests of the launch of Scottish Inter Faith

Week should be booked in advance from SIFC and collected on arrival at the
museum. Tickets for the general public will be available at the door of the museum
on a first come first served basis.
12.30pm: 
              Tour of the Museum with St Mungo staff 
1.30pm: 
              Vegetarian Lunch (for Scottish Inter Faith Council’s
                                                                  invited guests)
2.15 – 3.45pm
   Scottish Inter Faith Week Programme (as above)
Contact Frances Hume for more details: fhume@scottishinterfaithcouncil.org or phone the SIFC office on 0141 420 6982.
A full timetable of events featuring the Tashi Lhunpo Monks at St Mungo Museum can be found at the end of this programme.

ABERDEEN                 
Thursday 17th November
Talk on Shinto
7.30pm, University Chaplaincy Centre, 25 High Street, Old Aberdeen

Reiko Goto Collins will discuss the nature of Shinto from an ecology-related art viewpoint, highlighting its role in everyday Japanese life, and above all, for her, the roles of its ideas of connectedness with the natural world in her own artistic work.

ABERDEEN CONTINUED
Sunday 27th November

University Inter Faith Service 

11am, Kings College Chapel, Old Aberdeen

All are very welcome to attend the University of Aberdeen’s Inter Faith Service.
Monday 28th November

Inter Faith Art Display
7 – 9pm in “Bookends”, Students’ Association Building, Butchart Recreation Centre, University Road, Aberdeen
Thursday 1st December
Harmonic Temple

7.30pm, Airyhall Community Centre

David Harrison will lead what should be an interesting and unusual evening of singing and movement designed to enhance spiritual experience. For further information see the website: http://bit.ly/j4RL79
Friday 2nd December 
Student Inter Faith Ceilidh run by Student Faith Societies

Hillhead Halls of Residence General Purpose Hall
For more details contact Reverend Easter Smart: e.smart@abdn.ac.uk
Thursday 8th December
Bring and Share a Meal

7pm, Chaplaincy Centre, 25 High Street, Old Aberdeen

A chance to share our different religious traditions in an informal atmosphere of sharing meals from our different ethnic and religious backgrounds. If you are coming and would like to bring a small dish it would be helpful to let us know: please contact Ruth Payne on 01227 571 289 or Caroline Cormack on 01224 865 799 or email cormacksofcults@hotmail.co.uk.

CENTRAL SCOTLAND
Sunday 4th December
Inter-Faith Open Mic Night 

7pm – 9pm, St Francis Xavier Church Hall, Hope Street, Falkirk
Come along and experience entertainment from different faith traditions including Christian carol singing (in both English & Gaelic).  All welcome, musicians please bring your instruments/voices!  Please bring some food for sharing (clearly labelling anything which is not vegetarian).
Further details from Andrew Sarle on 07743 726013 or csi@irenic.org.uk 
DUMFRIES
Sunday, 4th December

‘Sacred Space’
2.30pm, Day Centre, Cumberland Street, Dumfries

Come and join our monthly Sacred Space meeting on the theme of Prayer and Share. We will have some interfaith dialogue during the event to promote friendship and fellowship amongst people of faiths and beliefs, strangers being friends we don’t know yet! All are welcome; please bring a prayer and something to share.
EDINBURGH
Below is a list of events that are taking place in Edinburgh during Scottish Inter Faith Week. For those events not featured in depth, please refer to the document from the Edinburgh Inter Faith Association attached to this email, or their website: www.eifa.org.uk/ifw.html
Friday 25th - Sunday 27th November

Three Faiths, Three Friends, Three Encounters

                      Free

The Edinburgh Inter Faith Association, the Mission and Discipleship Council of the Church of Scotland and ‘Three Faiths Forum’ Edinburgh welcome people to a three day programme of dialogue where faith teachers from the three traditions will speak at each others’ services of worship. At Annandale Street Mosque on Friday 25th the Moderator of the Church of Scotland David Arnott will be welcomed to speak at Friday prayers alongside Rabbi David Rose. On Saturday 26th a similar programme will take place at Edinburgh Jewish Synagogue where the Rabbi will be joined by Bashir Malik and Reverend Ian Gilmour. On Sunday 27th the three faiths will be joined together at Saint Andrews St Georges West on George Street.  
EDINBURGH CONTINUED
Friday 25th November
Meet Your Jewish Neighbour

7 – 8pm, Open Doors Service, Columcille Centre, 2 Newbattle Terrace

Sunday 27th November
Nativity Carol Service

4 – 5pm, St Andrews Square Gardens

Gospel Service with the Gypsy/Traveller community

5 – 7pm, Light and Life Mission Church, Peffermill Business centre, Craigmillar
Open Lecture: Star of Redemption

7 – 9pm, The Marian Oppenheim Hall, 4 Salisbury Road
Monday 28th November 
Conference of Edinburgh’s Religious Leaders

9.30am – 12.30pm, City Chambers – by invitation only

‘I Believe You’: A Faith Response to Domestic Violence                           Free

11.30am-1pm at St Georges West Church, Shandwick Place, Edinburgh
This event highlights the existence of domestic abuse within faith communities and reveals how the scriptures of the main faith communities condemn such violence. The panel who have experience in this field will advise what people of faith can do to tackle such issues. The panel includes Fiona Buchanan from Scottish Women’s Aid, Mridul Wadwa from Shakti Women’s Aid, Nasim Azad from, ‘Beyond the Veil,’ Amer Jamil, an Islamic scholar from Glasgow who has written extensively on Domestic Abuse, Alison Waugh from ‘Abused Men in Scotland’ and Rebekah Gronowski offering a Jewish perspective. 
Tuesday 29th November

Mindfulness at Lunchtime

12.15 – 2pm, St Mark’s Unitarian Church, Castle Terrace

Meet Your Buddhist Neighbour

2 – 4pm, open afternoon at Portobello Buddhist Priory, 27 Brighton Place

EDINBURGH CONTINUED

The Spiritual in Architecture

5 – 7pm, Baha’i Centre, 44 Albany Street, Edinburgh

In Conversation on ‘Faith and Work’

Rt Rev Bishop Brian Smith and Charlie Miller

6pm, National Library of Scotland, George IV Bridge

Wednesday 30th November
Meet Your Pagan Neighbour
7 – 9pm, St Mark’s Unitarian Church, Castle Terrace
A talk by John Macintyre, and a harping/storytelling session by Claire Hewitt on "How Beira created the mountains: a Pagan creation myth". For further information email enquiries@scottishpf.org
Lunchtime Meditation for World Peace through Inner Peace
12.30pm to 1pm and/or 1pm to 1.30pm

Samye Dzong Edinburgh, Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Centre for World Peace & Health, 4 Walker Street, Edinburgh EH3 7LA,  www.edinburgh.samye.org
info@edinburgh.samye.org      tel.0131 225 8359

Join us for one or both of these lunchtime meditation sessions, guided by Ani Rinchen Khandro, for people of all faiths and none, dedicated to world peace and health of all sentient beings. Everyone is welcome. By donation.
Wednesday 30th November
2011 Joe Foster Award for Services to Education
6 – 7.30pm, Edinburgh Baha’i Centre, 44 Albany Street, Edinburgh EH1 
An awards ceremony for Mrs Jackie Mehrabi for her lifetime service to education. Jackie is well known for the many children’s books that she has written on Baha’i themes. Refreshments are provided. All are welcome. Please RSVP to brea@bahai.org.uk or opa-re@bahai.org.uk by Monday 28th November (noon).
Thursday 1st December

Film: Little Town of Bethlehem                                          £7.50 / £5.50 (conc.)

6 – 8pm, Filmhouse Cinema, Lothian Road, Edinburgh
A documentary-film directed by Jim Hannon, this is an inspiring true story of three men from three different faiths and their lives in Israel and Palestine, a land gripped by fear, hatred and division. Expected to be enemies, they instead strive together to end the cycle of violence. The film will be followed by a Q&A session with local religious representatives. 

Further information and trailer at: www.littletownofbethlehem.org. 

Tickets from www.filmhousecinema.com or 0131 228 2688.
EDINBURGH CONTINUED
Church of Scotland Inter-Faith Forum                                             
Free

‘Women of Faith’
10.30am - 3pm at 121 George Street, Edinburgh
The focus of the forum on the 1st December will be on woman of faith. We will be joined by Pauline Weibye (Secretary to the Council of Assembly), Trishna Singh (Business Development manager of Sikh Sanjog, an organisation working with Sikh 
women and their families in Edinburgh) and Maureen Sier (Scottish Inter Faith Council, Baha’i Faith).
World Aids Day

7.30 – 8.30pm, Colinton Parish Church, Dell Road

The Edinburgh Nativity

6 – 7pm, Festival Square, Lothian Road

Saturday 3rd December

Meet Your Hindu Neighbour

2 – 4pm, Open day at Hindu Mandir Temple, St Andrews Place, Leith

Inter-Faith Week Community Meal

6 – 8pm, Lauriston Jesuit Centre, Lauriston Street
Sunday 4th December
Meet Your Unitarian Neighbour

11am – 12pm, An inter faith service at St Mark’s Unitarian Church, Castle Terrace

Into Great Silence (Die Grosse Stille)

2 – 5pm, Filmhouse Cinema, Lothian Road

Multi-faith Big Quiz Night

6 – 8.30pm, Mosque Kitchen, Nicolson Square
We invite you to our quiz night to show us how much you know about the world’s great faith traditions. This year the Big Quiz is even bigger, with as much curry as you can eat and a chance to win some fantastic prizes. You can enter as a team or as an individual to join a team. Please contact Vicky on 07877 834202 or email vicky@eifa.org.uk to register.

FIFE
Saturday 26th November

Annual General Meeting and planting of Peace Garden
11am – 1pm, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Winifred Crescent, Kirkcaldy, KY2 5SX and 1.30pm at Beveridge Park, Kirkcaldy
Fife Interfaith Group is hosting its AGM at Kirkcaldy Chapel. All welcome. After the AGM you are invited to come along to the planting of bulbs in the Peace Garden that we are creating at Beveridge Park, Kirkcaldy. This will take place at 1.30pm. Please contact Colm Wilson for more details: colm.wilson@fife.gov.uk
GLASGOW
Friday 18 November
Meet Rabbi Nava Hefetz, Rabbis for Human Rights, Jerusalem

7pm, St Aloysius’ Church, Rose Street, Refreshments available from 6.30pm.
Rabbi Nava Hefetz has responsibility for the “Sisters for Peace” Project organised by Rabbis for Human Rights at Sappir College, Sderot, Israel at the north-east corner of the Gaza Strip. 
Tuesday 22nd November
‘Jewish Genealogy’
7.30pm : Newlands South Church of Scotland, 37 Riverside Road, 
               (just off Langside Drive)

Meeting of Council of Christians and Jews presented by Michael Tobias, Vice President of Jewish Gen
Wednesday 23rd November

Supper and Musical Performance by Tashi Lhunpo Tibetan Buddhist Monks

5.30 for 6pm, Monastery Supper, followed by Musical Performance 7 – 8pm

Strathclyde University Chaplaincy Centre, St Paul’s Building, John Street 

Strathclyde Music offers a rare opportunity to experience the musical and culinary traditions of the Tibetan Monastery.  Tibetan Monks from Tashi Lhunpo Monastery will present a demonstration of their unique chants and the instruments of the monastic orchestra, preceded by a Monastery Supper. Tickets, including supper: £10.00 (£5.00 concession/£2.00 student).  Advance booking is recommended, and tickets are available from the University of Strathclyde's online shop: http://onlineshop.strath.ac.uk/browse/product.asp?catid=30&modid=1&compid=1.
GLASGOW CONTINUED

Friday 25th November 
‘The Power of Compassion’ – Masked Dance and Sacred Chant performance 
Tashi Lhunpo Tibetan Buddhist Monks

7.30pm, Woodside Halls, Glenfarg Street
Tickets £10 on the door or reserve by e-mail through mungobookings@csglasgow.org
Friday 25th November – end of December
‘Souls of our Shoes’ Exhibition: Inter Faith Group on Domestic Abuse
St Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art

The launch of the exhibition will take place on Friday 25th November at 11am

Our Inter-Faith Group on Domestic Abuse is launching a shoe exhibition called "Souls of Our Shoes".  Each pair of shoes represents someone who died or was hurt due to abuse in the home or someone who stood alongside them. Each pair of shoes has a caption or statement saying something about the life of that person or a piece of scripture related to the topic. 
For further information please contact: National Commission for Pastoral & Social Care, Cathedral Precincts, Incle Street, Paisley PA1 1HR, Telephone: 0141 847 6137, e-mail: nacosoca.admin@btconnect.com
Website: www.nationalcommissionforsocialcare.org

Saturday 26th November

7.30pm, The Ogilvie Centre, Rose Street (next to St Aloysius Church)

An opportunity to meet the Tashi Lhunpo Tibetan Buddhist Monks

Sunday 27th November
Launch of Scottish Inter Faith Week at St Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art.
(see page 1 for more details)
Monday 28th November

Inter Faith Prayer and Share

7.30pm, 20 Beaufort Gardens, Bishopbriggs

Come and join our monthly meeting on the theme of Prayer and Share. We will have some interfaith dialogue to promote friendship and fellowship amongst people of all faiths and beliefs. All are welcome and you are invited to bring a prayer, reading or song to share if you wish to.
GLASGOW CONTINUED

Tuesday 29th November

Faith And Poverty: A Faith Response to Poverty                                   Free

7 - 9pm at Pollokshields Parish Church, Shields Road, Glasgow. 

This event explores how faith has been used as the motivation to fight poverty. Why do people of faith feel compelled to tackle poverty? The event will include a panel from across the faith traditions who have experience in this issue. At the moment of going to press speakers include Kathy Galloway from Christian Aid, Ian Johnston from Faith in Community Scotland and Rizy Muhammad from Soul Therapy.  Other faith based charities will be represented.

Wednesday 30th November
Being Neighbourly: A Tour of Places of Worship in Glasgow               £5

9.30am, beginning at Pollokshields Parish Church, Shields Road, Glasgow 
This event is open to those in Glasgow who would like the opportunity to meet their neighbours of different faiths in their place of worship. The event will begin at 9.30am at Pollokshields Church where participants will have the opportunity to attend a short worship service from 9.45 to 10am followed by tea/coffee. The tour then departs from the church at 10.30am and will visit Giffnock Synagogue, Carrington Street Mosque, Berkeley Street Gurdwara and La Belle Place Hindu Mandir. Contact Iain Stewart for more details on 0131 225 5722 or email: istewart@cofscotland.org.uk
Thursday 1st December
Experience Inner Power and Protection
7pm - 8.30pm, Inner Space Meditation Centre, 277 High Street, G4 0QS

                        0141 552 7446, www.innerspace.org/glasgow
You are welcome to attend this free talk, sharing & meditation session. People everywhere rely on their inner strength and courage to make the right choices in life, often finding an experience of protection and strength that is beyond human capacity. This session looks at how we harness our inner strength.
A Vision of Common Good
7 for 7.30 – 9.30pm, Al’Furqan Mosque, 19 Carrington Street, Glasgow G4 9AJ
Rev. David Sinclair, Minister of Wellington Parish Church, and Shaykh Ruzwan Mohammed, director of SOLAS, will speak about their vision for the common good of Scottish society, followed by a question and answer and getting to know each other session. Light refreshments will be provided.
GLASGOW CONTINUED
Thursday 1st December continued:

Glasgow Forum of Faiths 
2pm, City Chambers.  Dr Maureen Sier will lead a discussion on “Belief in Dialogue”.  The meeting is open to members of the Forum of Faiths only.
Friday 2nd December

Inter Faith Seminar with Prof. Werner Jeanrond and Prof. Mona Siddiqi

10am – 3pm Archdiocesan Offices, Clyde Street
Christian/Muslim Conversation 
with Dr Bhutta, Rev David Black and Rev. Cedric Blakely
7pm, Al-Furqan Islamic Centre, 19 Carrington Street, Glasgow G4 9AJ 
Multi Faith Sharing of Stories and songs
7 – 9pm, Blessed John Duns Scotus Church, 270 Ballater Street, Glasgow, G5 0YT (entry and some parking from Commercial Road)
Bring a story or a song from your own tradition to share or some food for sharing afterwards. Contact Catriona at Bridging the Gap for more details: 

catriona@bridging-the-gap.org or on 0141 418 0241
Saturday, 3rd December
Inter Faith Pilgrimage
10.30am – 3pm, beginning at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Great Western Road.
Visit to places of worship.
Meet Your Muslim Neighbours Day: 10.30am – 4pm

UKIM, Al-Furqan Islamic Centre, 19 Carrington Street, Glasgow G4 9AJ (off Gt. Western Rd  & 2 mins walk from St Georges X Tube station)
Muslims have just celebrated Hajj in the past month: What is it? How does it relate to and benefit humanity? What personality links the three faiths: Islam, Christianity and Judaism? How is Prophet Abraham significant to interfaith dialogue? Find out the answers to the above and other questions. See an exhibition on Hajj and see Muslims praying. Join us on the day: chat and snack, while you relax! For more information contact Javed Gill: 07878 849 474 - javed.gill@btinternet.com or Haq Ghani: 07850 436 971 - haqg@msn.com 
SHETLAND 
Wednesday 30th November
'The Dignity of Diversity - The Importance of Dialogue and Action Together'
7.30pm St Columba’s Church, Lerwick

Shetland Inter Faith Group in collaboration with the Church of Scotland Presbytery of Shetland is hosting a special event featuring Ravinder Kaur Nijjar as guest speaker. 
Ravinder is a former convenor of the Scottish Inter Faith Council and is currently the co-chair of the Religions for Peace European Women of Faith Network. 
YOUTH EVENTS
Wednesday 23rd November

Radio Podcast at the BBC                                                                           Free
10am – 2pm, BBC Building, Glasgow
An excellent opportunity has come up for young people to be involved in a radio pod cast at the BBC. BBC staff are offering a workshop for a group of 6 – 8 young people on the topic of ‘faith’ at their headquarters in Glasgow.
 
The workshop involves developing skills in radio journalism. Young people will come up with questions, conducting the interviews and being involved in the editing process. There would also be a tour of the BBC building. The workshop is free but we ask that you bring your own lunch (a café is also available to buy lunch).
 
If you are interested please be in touch with Frances Hume as soon as possible as places are limited. You can email fhume@scottishinterfaithcouncil.org or phone the office on 0141 420 6982.
Friday 2nd December, 5.30pm to Sunday 4th December, 2pm
‘Breaking Barriers Conference’                                                               £25
Tulliallan Police Training College, Fife
A dynamic two-day residential conference organised by the Church of Scotland and the Alwaleed Centre at the University of Edinburgh. 

The conference will bring together young Christians and Muslims in Scotland: Exploring belief and practice, Reflecting on scripture, Going beyond the stereotypes

Finding common ground. The cost per person is £25 including all accommodation and food and is aimed at Muslims and Christians aged roughly 18 – 30.For further details or to reserve your place please contact: Iain Stewart: Tel. 01312255722, istewart@cofscotland.org.uk
GLASGOW SPECIAL EVENT
Tashi Lhunpo Monks
St Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art

2 Castle Street, Glasgow, G4 0RH

23 – 27th November 2011

Eight Tibetan monks from the Panchen Lama’s Monastery, now living in exile in South India, will create a Sand Mandala from 23rd to 27th November in St Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art.
[image: image1.jpg]


Made from millions of grains of vividly coloured sand, the Mandala is made as part of a Tantric Buddhist ritual, invoking the presence of the Buddha in a design representing the palace of the deities.  After many years of study, and conforming to intricate instructions written down in the Buddhist scriptures, the monks work for five days using Chagpurs (metal funnels) to draw the traditional images of Gods and Goddesses, courtyards, flowers, pillars and wall hangings.  Once the final grain of sand has been placed on the table, the Mandala is visualised as the residence of the enlightened being. The enlightened being or Buddha remains within the Mandala until the closing ceremony, when great thanks and appreciation are offered to him for the gift of his presence, after which he is asked respectfully to return to his own realm.  The Mandala is then destroyed by sweeping the sand into the centre of the table from each of the four corners.  The sand is then distributed in running water so that each of the blessed grains of sand reaches as far as possible.  

Visitors to the Museum will be able to watch the sand mandala taking shape over the five days, and take part in interactive workshops using the chagpurs, making butter sculpture, printing prayer flags and learning some Tibetan language.  The monks will be in the function suite at all times except when in the comparative gallery first thing in the morning for prayers and chanting. 

There will be a ceremony to mark the destruction of the mandala at the end of the week on Sunday 27th November. This ceremony is open to the public and free tickets to attend will be available at the museum on the morning of the event on a first come first served basis. Sunday 27th November also marks the start of Scottish Inter Faith Week and events will be taking place across Scotland to mark the week. Invited guests of the launch of Scottish Inter Faith Week are asked to order their ticket for the destruction of the sand mandala in advance: email enquiries@scottishinterfaithcouncil.org.
Timetable of Events : At St Mungo Museum unless otherwise stated
Wednesday 23 November 

10:00


Chanting and Prayer in the Comparative Gallery

13:00 – 16:30          General public can watch mandala being constructed
17.30 – 20.00          Monastery Supper, followed by Musical Performance 
                                Strathclyde University Chaplaincy Centre: £10
Thursday 24 November

13:00 – 16:30            General public to watch mandala being constructed

18:00 – 20:00
  7 Days in Tibet (film)
Friday 25 November

10:00


   Chanting and Prayer in the Comparative Gallery

13:00 – 16:30             General public can watch mandala being constructed
19.30                          Masked Dance and Sacred Chant performance 
                                   Woodside Halls, Glenfarg Street: £10
Saturday 26th November

10:00


Chanting and Prayer in the Comparative Gallery

10:30 – 12
Opportunity to interact with monks, make butter sculptures, prayer flags and handle instruments.

13:00 – 4.30             General public can watch mandala being constructed
19.30 An opportunity to meet with the monks
                                 The Ogilvie Centre, Rose Street (next to St Aloysius Church)
Sunday 27th November

10:00


 Chanting and Prayer in the Comparative Gallery
10.30 – 11.30            Monks complete the mandala
11:30 – 12:30
 Destruction of the Mandala and short procession to 

                                  Provond’s Lordship Fountain
1.30 – 3.45                Launch of Scottish Inter Faith Week (invited guests only)
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